Fact Sheet

Paediatrics
A Western Sydney Local Health District (WSLHD) strategic
priority is to develop, with partners, a system-wide,
interagency approach to provide ‘the best start to life’ for
children in western Sydney.

Hospital based services
 Auburn Hospital will continue as a strong local

provider of services for children and their families, from
prenatal care onward. Care pathways for short stay and
ED presentations, and same day paediatric surgery, will
continue. Opportunities will be explored to expand
outpatient services in the adjacent Auburn Community
Health Centre.

Services for children within WSLHD will contribute by
providing holistic child and family-centred care.
We will provide services (including specialty outreach services)
closer to home and in the community whenever possible.
Paediatric services will have strong links to general
practitioners and primary care, and deeper connections with
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead (CHW).
The future public health network includes partnership with
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, community based and
hospital services with:

 Blacktown Hospital will expand its paediatric medicine

and surgery for children services.
 Mount Druitt Hospital will continue to provide

paediatric services, with an increased emphasis on
enhanced outpatient services.
 Most paediatric inpatient and outpatient services on the

Westmead Precinct will be provided by CHW.
Westmead Hospital and CHW will further develop their
tertiary and quaternary roles in neonatal intensive care
and child and adolescent mental health services.

 Neonatal care at Auburn, Westmead (WSLHD lead) and

Blacktown hospitals
 Paediatrics at Auburn, Blacktown (WSLHD lead) and

Mount Druitt hospitals.

Community based services
 Opportunities to provide outpatient medical, nursing

and allied health services to children and their families
in the community will be explored with partners, to
enhance services provided in the community.
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Paediatrics continued
Recommendations for paediatric services:

 Develop community based paediatric services including,

where possible, relocation of children’s services
currently provided in hospitals into WSLHD integrated
community health centres

 Involve the community and families in the planning,

design and evaluation of paediatric services
 Collaborate with a wide range of partners in health and

 Develop virtual health strategies to support networking

other sectors to:
 Integrate service delivery across community,
emergency, inpatient and outpatient settings,
including service delivery reform initiatives

between paediatric services
 Partner with a non-government organisation to

establish a specialist early parenting service to provide
intensive intervention and strategies for new parents
(inpatient and day programs)

 Improve child and family health services
 Progress targeted initiatives for priority groups

 Provide culturally appropriate services for priority

groups, including:
 Work more closely with general practice and other

 Collaborate with Aboriginal families and service
providers to improve health outcomes for
Aboriginal babies and mothers and achieve
national immunisation targets for Aboriginal
children

partners, under the auspices of the Western Sydney
Integrated Health Partnership, and support
implementation of the Patient Centred Medical Home
model www.wentwest.com.au/phn/programs/pcmh
 Strengthen the networking of paediatric services and

 Increase immunisation awareness in people from
diverse cultural backgrounds, including through
the use of immunisation toolkits by bilingual
community educators

collaboration between paediatric services and the
WSLHD neonatal services network
 Contribute to creating an environment where

community members, consumers and their families are
involved in health promotion and self-management,
including initiatives to improve health literacy, invest in
‘the best start to life’ approach and tackle childhood
obesity
 In collaboration with CHW:

 Redesign services to increase the District’s selfsufficiency in managing the acute care needs of
children (particularly those living in Blacktown
LGA)

 Enhance pathways to allied health services for children

and young people
 Promote early intervention for young children with

developmental issues
 Collaborate with WSLHD Mental Health Services to

expand child and youth mental health services for the
District and develop the proposed Mother-Baby
Perinatal Mental Health unit on the Westmead Precinct
 Develop paediatric facilities at Blacktown Hospital.

 Explore opportunities to develop a Hospital in the
Home service for children and adolescents
 Utilise precision medicine treatments for genetic
disorders
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